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US Submarine Veterans, Inc. – Cincinnati Base

USS John H. Dalton (SSN-808) 
By Tom Fisher 

A press release from Dept. of the Navy (SEC NAV) Carlos Del 

Toro, 28 February 2023, announced that the future Virginia-class 

submarine SSN-808, will be named 

the John H. Dalton (SSN-808). 

Dalton was the 70th Secretary of the 

Navy from July 1993 to Nov. 1998 

under the Clinton administration.  

John is a submariner. After 
graduating from the U.S. Naval 
Academy in 1964 he served in the 
Navy from 1964 to 1969. During his 
Naval career, he received naval 
nuclear power training and served on 
the USS Blueback (SS-581) as Supply 
and Commissary Officer and on the 
USS John C. Calhoun (SSBN-630), 
serving as the Main Propulsion Assistant, Communications Officer 
and Weapons Officer. He left the Navy with the rank of Lieutenant 
and was promoted to Lieutenant Commander while in the Naval 
Reserves. 

The photo was taken while he was Sec. of the Navy. John is now 81 
years old. 
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"These dolphins, once you pin 
them on your chest, leave deep 
marks, right over your heart, 
long after the uniforms have 

been put away.” 

 

 

 

Base Commander    

David Ashley 
commander@cincysubvets.com 

          Vice Commander  

Tom Fisher 

 COB 

Bob Rogers  

               Acting COB 

               Daryl Beiter  

                Treasurer  

                 Joe Koize  

                  Yeoman  

Steve Hays 

Chaplain  

Earl Wafford 
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April 
 

16 – Daryl Beiter 
16 – Johann Reiter 
17 – Bob McGee 
28 – Bernard Kenyon 
 

Happy Birthday 
 

May 

 
13 – John Wade 

13 – Patric Leedom 

17 – Earl Wafford 

19 – Roger Crombie 

20 – Ronald Romer 

20 – Jim Koogler 

21 – Walt Meyer 

28 – Raymond Stacy 

 
 

June 
                                   
 

23 – Doug Hughes 

 

 

Submarine Force Birthday April 11 

If you don’t see your birthday please send me an email at tom.fisher216@yahoo.com 

 

We are seeking ways to locate other former submariners in our area who 

might like to join us. If you know of someone in the Cincinnati area who used to 

serve in submarines (or still does!) please tell them about the USSVI and the 

Cincinnati Base. Direct them to the Base website at www.cincysubvets.com for 

more information about the Base. 

 

 

 

 

Meetings 

The Cincinnati Base of the USSVI meets at the 

American Legion Post #256 located at                   

897 Oakland Road, Loveland, OH 45140 

 

Unless otherwise noted, our meetings will be on the 4th 

Saturday of each month beginning at 1300hrs. 

 
If you need a ride to the meeting or event contact either Dick 

Young or Roger Crombie. We will match you with someone in 

your area. Call enough ahead of time to allow us to make the 

arrangements. 

Dick Young - (513) 353-4992 Roger Crombie – (937) 667-7479 

 

 

 

 
EDITOR 

 tom.fisher216@yahoo.com            
i Editor: Tom Fisher 

 

  

 

We would like to thank the 
Sailors aboard the USS 

Ohio, SSGN 726 and the 
USS Kentucky SSBN 737 
for their service to our 

country and for protecting 

our freedoms. 

 Member’s Page 

http://www.cincysubvets.com/
mailto:tom.fisher216@yahoo.com
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2022 CALENDAR 

 
March 25 at 1300 hrs. – Meeting 
March 30 – Finley Market Parade for opening day - Cincinnati Reds baseball 
April 22 at 1300 hrs. – Meeting 
May 29 – Tolling of the Boats at Memorial Day. Tentative festivities with 
VFW post 70 in Mount Healthy 
No May meeting (because of Tolling ceremony) 
June 24 at 1300 hrs. – Meeting 
 
Calendar will continue in Summer Fast Cruise  
 

 
ANCHORS AWEIGH 

Anchors Aweigh, my boys, Anchors Aweigh! 
Farewell to foreign Shores, we sail at break of day-ay-ay-ay: 
Through our last night ashore, drink to the foam, 
Until we meet once more, here’s wishing you a happy voyage home! 
 

 
ETERNAL PATROL PREPARATIONS 

 
Shipmates, while we hope your day and those of your shipmates is far off in 
the future, we must nevertheless prepare. Please copy this notice and place it 
with your will or important papers. 

 
IMPORTANT 

In the case of my death, please immediately notify the U.S. Submarine Veterans 
Inc., (USSVI) at 877-542-3483 or 360-337-297and give the person on duty the 
information regarding my death, funeral, and burial arrangements, plus who 
they can contact for follow- up and support. This information can alternatively 
be E-Mailed to the National Office at office@ussvi.org. 

 

mailto:office@ussvi.org
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Base Commander’s Corner 
 
Greeting Shipmates!  I hope this finds you and your family doing well.   
 
The base was able to hold our annual Christmas luncheon in December.  It 
went well and we had a good turnout.  We even had the honor to have Gus 
Kraus and wife Keta join us.  It was great to be able to see them along with 
all the others.  The base also provided Gus a birthday cake to celebrate his 
102nd birthday. 
 
Our base is off to a great start this year.  We are working on having some 
informative and interesting meetings.  We expect to have some outside 
speakers and working on a couple field trips / meetings at other locations. 
 
Dick Young has a slate of parades lined up for the year.  Our first one will be 
the Cincinnati Reds-Findlay Market Opening Day Parade for the second 
time.  This is on Thursday March 30.  We are looking for a big turnout.  We 
will be behind the other Cincinnati, LCS-20.  I understand they love to hear 
our diving alarm!  This is probably the longest, most televised and most 
watched parade we have been in.  Dick had tried for several years to get the 
base into this parade and now secured a place. 
 
We are having a better turn out for our meetings of recent which is good.  
Please continue to remember Walt Meyer and Ken Yaden.  Also, Gus Kraus 
is recovering at home from the stroke he had in January.    
 
David Ashley 
Base Commander 
20 March 2023 

 

 

 



The Fast Cruise USSVI – Cincinnati Base  

5 
 

 

Why 41 SSBNs? 
By Tom Fisher 

 
Why were the “41 for Freedom” 41 

SSBNs? Why not a lower or higher 

number. I will try to answer the 

question. 

Early in 1958, funds were pulled 

back from the FY59 budget for the first 

three SSBNs. The beginning of the 

George Washington class. 

In August of 1958, the Secretary of 

Defense submitted a supplement to the 

FY59 budget for two more SSBNs. This 

would have made a total of five. 

However, Congress approved for six 

more, four more than Defense was 

asking for. Total is now nine. The 

Eisenhower administration only 

approved funds for three of those in 

FY59, because the Polaris missile 

program had not yet proved itself viable. 

The other three were put in the FY60. 

The FY60 budget, put before 

Congress in 1959, also asked funds for 

long-lead items for three more FBMs, 

which would be in the FY61 budget. 

Congress was not pleased with the 

Department of Defense. They wanted to 

move more quickly. Build more SSBNs 

faster! Congress was claiming the 

Eisenhower administration was 

allowing the USSR to open a “missile 

gap”. Senator Henry M. Jackson called 

for a force of 100 missile boats. Vice 

CNO Adm. Harry Felt talked about a 

force of 40 to 60. 

In 1959, the criterion for the number 

of FBM submarines needed became 

based on requirement to keep 200 

Soviet targets constantly within range. 

At two missiles per target, it would 

require 25 SSBNs on patrol providing 

400 missiles. CNO Adm. Burke wanted 

to maintain 30 submarines on station 

with a total force of 45 to 50 missile 

boats. 

In 1960, the Long Range Objective 

Group (LROG) used a Navy targeting 

study to suggest that 45 SSBNs could 

serve as the primary U.S. survivable 

deterrent force. 37 boats would target 

Soviet sites, while 8 would target 

Chinese sites. This would target 80% of 

the then known Soviet industrial targets. 

Because Soviet industrial targets were 

so concentrated, the LROG thought that 

a 25% reduction in the 45-boat force 

would only reduce coverage to 70%, 

because of the concentrated targets. Part 

of the reason the LROG was looking at 

less FBMs was the concern that a crash 

program to build missile boats would 

drastically cut other Navy 

modernization programs. 

Adm. Burke testified that the Navy 

could build six more SSBNs in 1961 and 

then one per month in 1962 and beyond. 

Congress approved five SSBNs for 

the FY61 budget and long-lead items for 

five more that would be in FY62 budget. 

This would bring the total to 19 SSBNs. 

John F. Kennedy took Office in January 
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1961 and immediately ordered the 

construction of the five missile boats 

whose long-lead items had been ordered 

in the FY61 budget. Kennedy then put 

in 10 more in the FY62 budget, bringing 

the total FBM force to 29. This would 

cover the submarines up through the 

James Madison class. 

On 22 September 1961, Secretary of 

Defense McNamara tentatively 

approved six more for FY63 and six in 

the FY64 budgets. The total would be 

41. These 12 boats would be the 

Benjamin Franklin class (640 class).  

So. Why did the U.S. stop at 41? It 

was going to take a while to build all of 

these submarines. Only three shipyards 

were building them. However, other 

developments were taking shape at the 

same time. 

The Polaris A-2 had a longer range 

than the A-1, with distance increasing 

from 1200nm to 1500nm. 

Anti-Ballistic Missile (ABM) 

systems were being developed by both 

the U.S. and USSR. A submarine 

carrying the A-1 would have to be near 

the Baltic to target Moscow and a 

simple ABM system by the Soviets 

would protect Moscow and Leningrad. 

The increase in distance of Polaris A-2 

allowed the submarine to be further out 

with a larger area to hide in, effectively 

eliminating the simple ABM system of 

the USSR. The Polaris A-3, with its 

three warheads and longer range, made 

it even harder to defend against with an 

ABM system. 

By 1963, the Kennedy 

administrations strategic modernization 

program to close the missile-gap was 

well underway, with the Polaris 

program and the Minuteman ICBM in 

hardened silos. 

A Strategic Systems Action Group, 

later called the Great Circle, was formed 

within OpNav. It became Op-97 in 

1967. This group is responsible for the 

earliest suggestion to Trident. Great 

Circle proposed a Polaris B-3 precision 

weapon that could target hardened 

targets and would fit in an enlarged 

missile tube of 74” diameter versus the 

original 54”. This would be fitted into 

the Lafayette class and beyond. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Director of Defense Research 

and Engineering (DDR&E), Dr. Harold 

Brown rejected any precision hardened 

target role. Instead, the new B-3 would 

have the new technology of MIRV 

(Maneuvering Independently-targetable 

Reentry Vehicle). Each warhead could 

be independently aimed and many 

Polaris A-3 & Poseidon C-3 
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targets could be hit with one missile, 

even though each warhead would be 

small. The B-3 program began in Oct. 

1963. President Lyndon Johnson 

revealed the B-3 as a “new” missile and 

the name was quickly changed to 

Poseidon C-3. In Sept. 1966, a 

Presidential Draft Memorandum 

ordered all SSBNs, except the first 10 

that had the smaller 54” diameter tubes, 

be converted to the Poseidon missile. 

The missile manufacturer, Lockheed, 

said it was eight times more effective 

than Polaris A-3. The last of the 41, Will  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Rogers SSBN-659, was commissioned  

1 April 1967. The first FBM to be 

converted to Poseidon was the James 

Madison SSBN-627, making her first 

deterrent-patrol with Poseidon 30 

March 1971. 

The advancement of the Polaris A-3 

and then Poseidon C-3 and the 

Minuteman ICBM probably contributed 

to the reduced number of FBMs needed. 
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James Madison – Cooper River, Charleston, S.C. – June 1976 

Photo from navsource.org – phot courtesy Rick Morgan 
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Submarines on Eternal Patrol 
Spend a moment in silence for these departed shipmates.

  

        April 
USS Pickerel (SS-177) lost 3 Apr.1943 

USS Snook (SS-279) lost 8 Apr.1945 

USS Thresher (SSN-593) lost 10 Apr 1963 

USS Gudgeon (SS-211) lost 18 Jan. 1944 

USS Grenadier (SS-210) lost 22 Jan. 1943 

 

 

May 
USS Lagarto (SS-371) lost 3 May 1945 

USS Scorpion (SSN-589) Chartered 22 May 
1964 

USS Squalus (SS-192) lost 23 May.1939 

USS Stickleback (SS-415) lost 28 May. 1958 

 

 

June 
USS Herring (SS-233) lost 1 June 1944 

USS R12 (SS-89) lost 12 June. 1943 

USS Golet (SS-361) lost 14 June 1944 

USS Bonefish (SS-223) lost 18 June 1945 

USS S-27 (SS-132) lost 19 June 1942 

USS O-9 (SS-70) Loat 20 June 1941 

USS Runner (SS-275) lost between 28 May and 
4 July 1943

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

U.S. Submarine Veterans, Inc. Cincinnati Base 
Tom Fisher – iEditor  
1797 Forester Dr. Cincinnati, Ohio 45240 
 
www.cincysubvets.com 

 

 

 

 

http://www.cincysubvets.com/

